
                 EASTFORD CONSERVATION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  

Minutes of the regular meeting, November 6, 2018, Eastford Public Library 

Members present:  Tom DeJohn, Tom Hughes, Deb Lee, Amanda Manso, Frank Castagna. Ralph Yulo,          
Mary Ellen Ellsworth 

1. The meeting was called to order by Mary Ellen Ellsworth at 7:03 p.m. 
 

2. The minutes for October 2, 2018 were unanimously approved. 
 

3. Boston Turnpike Trail. Discussion about possible grants for Trail maintenance, and groups, like 
BSA, that might help with special projects. 
 

4. Askew Trail.  Commission members discussed some of the challenges at the trail just now—
flooding; bridge repair; the grade of the uphill portion of the trail, relative to erosion; repair of 
the hill steps; deterioration of the Trail Sign at the trail entrance. The majority of members felt 
that CHPC members should try to do most of the needed work, without asking assistance from 
our Town Maintenance crew. Steve Broderick sent a message noting that beavers can no longer 
be live-trapped and moved. A beaver deceiver has been effective in some cases. 
 

5. Historic Cemeteries.  Ed Perry sent a message noting that he has 2 cement pads ready to raise 2 
fallen stones in the Old Cemetery. [Ed also noted seeing the spotted lantern fly, Lycorma 
delecatula, on a recent trip to Pennsylvania. He suggests that the fly is already in Fairfield 
County, CT and will be the next gypsy moth scale pest in our area.] 
 

6. Energy Conservation Task Force Subcommittee. Tom Hughes is checking into Level 1 and Level 2 
electric car charging stations. He will try to obtain precise costs for both options. Frank Castagna 
is looking into available grants to augment the committee’s funds and possibilities. Paul 
Torcellini reported to the Commission that the solar panels are in and hopefully will be installed 
at Eastford Elelemntary School in early December. He and his associate are working on 
tabulating all of the municipal utility bills. 
 

7. Educational Outreach:  It was decided that it is not the right time to display the Askew Trail 
materials at the Eastford Public Library. Space is cramped because the children’s section has 
been moved to the main level due to lower level flooding. An article on the Town Pound will be 
submitted to the Eastford Communicator for December 2018, to continue to apprise the Town 
of the Commission’s work. 
 

8. The Old Connecticut Path at Crystal Pond Park: Six Commission members walked a proposed 
loop path at CPP in October. The Commission proposes that members work on bringing together 
photos, illustrations, and write ups (some from our earlier flyer “The Old Connecticut Path at 
Camp Nahaco”) for our December meeting, so that we can put together a coherent, illustrated 



presentation to bring to the CPPC in January, for a joint discussion. After that, the ECHPC also 
hopes that the Woodstock Conservation Commission might wish to join in to help with 
maintenance of the path, educational outreach, etc. 
 

9. Walktober Reports. The Commission thanked Ralph Yulo for leading “The Stillness of the Still 
River” Walktober event. Frank Castagna, Michelle Poudrette, and Mary Ellen Ellsworth also 
joined the walk. Other Eastford Walktober events were held at Buell’s Orchard and Bigelow 
Brook Farm. 
 

10. New Business: 
A. Budget:  $2,270 remaining in CHPC budge through June 30, 2019.  

 
B. The Commission needs a Chair, Vice-chair, and Secretary. Kelsey, Tyler, Woodstock Academy 

senior, is recording secretary this evening.                                                                                                                                      
 

11.  Correspondence: 
A.  CACIWC Conference brochure 

 
B. The Last Green Valley request for members’ volunteer hours. 748 hours estimated. 

 
C. CT Land Conservation Council request for membership. The Commission voted to support 

the Council’s request. 
 

D. Other: 
1) The Town Select’s Office has asked for Annual Reports from both the Conservation 

Commission and the Clean Energy Task Force for the last 4 years. 
2) The next Clean Energy Task Force meeting is set for Wednesday December 12, 2018 

 
12. Adjournment:  8:13 p.m., by unanimous vote. 

Mary Ellen Ellsworth, recorder 

 


